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Please answer the following questions as best you can and submit them to me by XXX These 
questions are intended to make you reflect, in advance, on your pilot project and your research 
project and process. It should take no more than 8 –10 pages (1500-2000) words to respond to 
the entire list. There may be some questions you cannot answer yet or are inappropriate for 
your project. That is fine. Be honest in your responses. Please write in full sentences, in either 
French or English. 
 
1. What is my subject/topic? 
 
2. a) If you are conducting an interview or a focus group: Who are my likely participants/subjects? 
How would I describe them? How do I know them? Why are they appropriate? Do I know anything 
about their demographic profile? If so what is it? 
 
b) If you are using a participant observation ethnography: and/or what is the environment I want to 
study? How would I describe it? How do I know about it? Why is it appropriate for this topic? What is 
its location? 
 
c) If you are using some form of textual analysis (discourse, semiotics rhetoric) what is my corpus? 
If you are doing an interview or engaging in participant observation pilot project, then answer the 
appropriate questions from 3- 10. 
 
3. If I want to do an observational analysis, how would I do this? Would I participate? What would I 
observe? How many times? When? What would I be watching? 
 
4. How does the space/milieu or event I will study describe itself (in its promotional literature?) 
 
5. How would the subjects describe themselves? 
 
6. How will I describe myself and my project to my subjects? 
 
7. How will I dress? Carry or represent myself? 
 
8. What technology will I use to record or document my research? 
 
9. What would be an appropriate setting for my interviews? How many people? In what context? 
 
10. What are the questions that I would ask my research subjects? (And are they different than my list 
of research questions?) If so, what are a few preliminary questions? (only answer this if appropriate to 
your pilot project ) 
 
11. Why do I want to do this? (personal reasons) 
 
12. Is this a public issue? Here I want you to go to news sources and cite 5-10 instances in which this 
topic is discussed as a news story? What is the range of opinion you see here? How is it discussed 
publicly? What language is used? What tone? What are the public concerns expressed? 
 
13. How is this an academic issue? Again, go to the academic journals and find 10-15 articles that deal 
with this topic. How do they discuss it? What is the range of opinion you see? How is it discussed, 
theoretically? Using what methods? What language is used? What is the tone? What are the concerns 
expressed or conclusions drawn? 
 
14. Having asked these questions, ask yourself again: what other methodological strategies might 
usefully supplement your thesis or project? Why? 
 
15. What are 3 or 4 key concepts and terms that emerge from this preliminary research? Are there any 



sub-concepts that I can name? Why are these terms important? 
 
16. What are my research questions at this stage? Can I prioritize them in terms of importance? What 
is the central question that links all these other ones together? 
 
17. Do I have any opinions or prior knowledge or experience with this subject? If so, what are they? 
 
18. What will be the specific challenges (practical or ethical) that I anticipate I will encounter in doing 
this project? 
 
19. What would be a good “pilot study” (a single interview) or observation? Am I ready to do this now? 
 
20. What form or format will my project take? What technologies and skills do I need to implement this 
project? 
 
21. Can I do my pilot project in the next 4 weeks, and leave time for a reflection on, and an analysis of 
my research experience? What is my time line? 
 
22. What are the legal, policy, medical or other disciplinary areas that might have a stake or interest in 
this subject? 
 
23. Do I have my ethics form filled out yet? They will be handed in, if necessary,with the pilot project. 

 

4. PILOT PROJECT:  
 
You will organize and conduct a small pilot project. The pilot project is a practical assignment intended 
to furnish you with the opportunity to try out a particular research technique and to work on refining 
your research questions. A pilot project is a preliminary trial run or testing of some of your ideas and 
will provide an opportunity to gather some preliminary information, data, or to work with a small corpus 
for your research proposal. It is akin to a preliminary and limited case study. The 23 question 
assignment should prepare you for the pilot project, which in turn is intended to prepare you for the first 
incarnation of your thesis/project proposal. These assignments fall very quickly one after the other to 
give you time to make decisions, and then to implement them as expediently as possible. 
 
While it is up to you to decide what you will do for your pilot project, it is suggested that it be: 
a) a small textual analysis of a delineated corpus or images, texts, sounds etc... OR 
b) a conceptual survey of the literature in your field OR 
c) a limited set of interviews (either a focus group or one on one) with one or two potential interview 
subjects OR 
d) a brief participant observation of a potential research site OR  
e) a small scale prototype or design for a media production. 
Other pilot projects, pertinent to your proposal, are possible. Please come and talk to me if you have 
an idea. The most important aspect of a pilot project is that it is an opportunity to experiment and to try 
your ideas out. 
	  


